Magento Widgets




VWhat are Widgets

® What problem do widgets solve!




Layout Review

® T[he layout object is a collection
of nested block objects
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Adding Content

® Many ways to add a block
® All require programming or XML config

® Great for developers, but —
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The Problem

® Store owners are not programmers
® Code/Config changes introduces risk
® Content management should be real time

® Widgets solve this problem
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VWhat are Widgets

Widgets are Magento template blocks
Widgets contain structured data

Widgets contain Ul rules for entering data
Widgets are associated with templates

Widgets know where they belong
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Using Widgets

® Widget Contexts
® CMS & Static Block content areas

® |nstance Widgets for adding
blocks anywhere
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Widget Instance

Allows you to create a reusable widget

Allows you to add a widget to specific
blocks on specific pages

You define alternate templates for different
themes, different blocks

You can define rules for which blocks a
widget may be added to
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Widget Development




Basic Widget Creation

® Add a custom module to the system
® Add a widget.xml file to the system
® Create a widget class

® Run through basic YouTube widget
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Additional Features

® Adding templates
® Adding Block restrictions
® Context sensitive templates

® Theme specific overrides
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Behind the Scenes




CMS Content Area

o {{widget type="cms/widget block"}}
® Jemplate Directive
® function widgetDirective(){...}

® Mage Widget Model Template Filter




Instance VWVidgets

® Added Via Layout Updates in Database

[ core_layout_link

[ core_layout_update

layout_link_id int(10)

layout_update_id int(10)

store_id smallint(5)

handle varchar(255)

area varchar(64)

xml text

package varchar(64)

sort_order smallint(5)

theme varchar(64)

Index handle_1(handle)

layout_update_id int(10)

UNIQUE(store_id,package,theme layout_update_id)

Index FK_core_layout_link_update(layout_update_id) |

( widget_instance_page

[ widget_instance_page_layout

( P
widget_instance

page_id int(11)

page_id int(11)

instance_id int(11)

instance_id int(11)

layout_update_id int(10)

type varchar(255)

group varchar(25)

UNIQUE(page_id, layout_update_id)

package_theme varchar(255)

layout_handle varchar(255)

Index IDX_WIDGET_...CE_PAGE_ID(page_id)

title varchar(255)

block_reference varchar(255)

Index IDX_WIDGET _...E_ID(layout_update_id) |

store_ids varchar(255)

for varchar(25)

widget_parameters text

entities text

sort_order smallint(5)

template varchar(255)

Index IDX_WIDGE...E_ID(instance id))
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® OO Terminal — mysqgl — 86x24

Alan-Storms-MacBook-Pro:~ alanstorm$ %
/usr/local/mysql/bin/mysql —-uroot -p

mysql> select x from core_layout_update where layout_update_id = 3\G
Kok KKK KKK AR KA KKK KKK KK Lu FOW kKKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KK
layout_update_id: 3
handle: catalog_product_view
xml:
<reference name="content">
<block type="catalog/product_widget_new"
name="f3b1703b83e4447832ebdf67d5676bb1"
template="catalog/product/widget/new/content/new_grid.phtml">
<action method="setData">
<name>products_count</name>
<value>5</value>
</action>
</block>
</reference>
sort_order: 0
1 row in set (0.00 sec)

mysql> |
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806 /% example.xml -

Trl & |& Last Saved: 2/8/11 8:05:49 PM HE
@ .-_/9 @ 0 ‘3{! File Path v : ~/Desktop/example.xml ‘:l_'
<« » o examplexml + (nosymbol selected) =+ . # .

1 <reference name="content"”>
<block type="catalog/product widget new"

~

3 name="13b1703b83e4447832ebdf67d5676bb1"

4 template="widget/new/content/new_grid.phtml">
s <action method="setData">

‘ <name>products_ count</name>

7 <value>5</value>

: </action>

: </block>

v </reference>
11 18 XML 3§ Unicode (UTF-8) + Unix(LF) 5 ) 278/26/ 11 =
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The End

® Alan Storm

® http://alanstorm.com

® Commerce Bug

® http://http://store.alanstorm.com/products/commerce-bug

® Free Extensions

® http://www.magentocommerce.com/magento-connect/developer/alanstorm
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